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SHELSWELL BENEFICE MISSION STATEMENT

The Shelswell Family of Churches aims to bring people closer to God and to show the love of Jesus Christ and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit to everyone.

MINISTRY TEAM

RECTOR: The Reverend Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT
Telephone: 01280 848192 Email rector@shelswellparishes.info               (Normal day off – Friday)

BENEFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Becky Adams, c/o The Rectory (as above) Email 
admin@shelswellparishes.info
Administrator’s normal office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm

ASSOCIATE MINISTER: The Reverend Liz Welters, 19 Scampton Close, Bicester OX26 4FF
Telephone 01869 249481 Email lizwelters@yahoo.co.uk

LICENSED LAY MINISTER: Mrs Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands Fringford, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 8DF
Telephone: 01869 277310 Email penelope.wood@btopenworld.com

BENEFICE TREASURER: Mr Jeremy Coke-Smyth, Yew Tree Cottage, Mansfield Yard, Fringford, Bicester OX27 
8DN     Telephone: 01869 278233 Email jcs@pcsd.co.uk 

THE PARISHES ARE PART OF THE DEANERY OF BICESTER AND ISLIP AND THE DORCHESTER 
EPISCOPAL AREA OF THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD

HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, HETHE,
Mass: 4pm Saturday.
Weekday Mass: 9.30am Monday 
Priest: Very Rev. Canon John Batthula, Henley House, 12 The Causeway, Bicester, OX26 6AW.
Telephone: 01869 253277
Website: http://www.holytrinityhethe.co.uk/

SHELSWELL NEWS
Published monthly. To subscribe, contact Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, Water Stratford 
Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: Mrs Becky Adams, Benefice Administrator, The Rectory, 
Water Stratford Road, Finmere, Buckingham MK18 4AT   Tel 01280 848192     Email admin@shelswellparishes.info

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Sylvia List,  Tel: +49 8061 9391479 Email editor@shelswellparishes.info

SHELSWELL NEWS TREASURER:  Phillip Rushforth, 7 Chinalls Close, Finmere, Buckingham, MK18 4BQ
Tel: 01280 848534  Email prfinmere@btinternet.com

Deadlines for the January 2024 edition of Shelswell News
To Magazine Correspondents:    Friday     8th November
Correspondents to Editor:         Sunday 10th December   at editor@shelswellparishes.info

All articles must be submitted in WORD or LIBRE OFFICE in a format that can be COPIED AND PASTED 
PLEASE -  Many thanks for your cooperation.

www.shelswellparishes.info  
SHELSWELL NEWS ARCHIVE. to look up previous issues of the Shelswell News.   Please go to the Benefice
website and look at the Archive.  If the issue you want to refer to is not there please contact the Benefice office .
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DUST OFF YOUR BIBLES ……..
and BAKE a SCRIPTURE CAKE this ADVENT!

Rather than a typical list of ingredients, the recipe for a Scripture Cake has a list of Bible verses instead. The
baker needs to look up references in the Old Testament (Authorized Version, or to have a very good 
knowledge of scripture!

Other names for the Scripture Cake include ‘Bible Cake’, ‘Scriptural Cake’ and ‘Old Testament Cake’. The 
earliest recipe dates back to the late 17 th century, and in the nineteenth century the cake became very popular
both in Britain and in America. It was often used as a way to teach young girls in Sunday School both 
baking skills and Bible verses. Bible cakes became regular contributions to church and chapel teas, picnics 
and Sunday School days out.

Get out your bible and try to cook your way through this puzzle!

Ingredients 

225g Judges 5:25 - last clause 

225g Jeremiah 6:20 – second clause

1 tablespoon 1 Samuel 14:25

3 Jeremiah 17:11 (lightly beaten)

225g 1 Samuel 30:12 

175g Nahum 3:12 

85g Numbers 17:8 roughly chopped

350g 1 Kings 4:22 (plain) 

1 teaspoon 2 Chronicles 9:9 (ground)

1 teaspoon Amos 4:5

A pinch of Leviticus 2:13 

6 tablespoons Judges 4:19 

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 1700C/Gas Mark 3. Line a greased 20cm/8'' cake tin with greaseproof paper.  

2. Using a wooden spoon, beat the Judges 5:25 with Jeremiah 6:20 and the 1 Samuel 14:25 until creamy.  

3. Gradually beat in Jeremiah 17:11, beating well after each addition.  

4. Stir in 1 Samuel 30:12, using kitchen scissors chop up the Nahum 3:12, discarding the stalks, and stir into 
the mixture with the Numbers 17:8.

5. Mix 1 Kings 4:22 with 2 Chronicles 9:9, Amos 4:5 and Leviticus 2:13 and fold into the mixture with 
Judge 4:19, using a large metal spoon.

6. When thoroughly combined, spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and spread evenly.

7. Bake in the preheated oven for around two hours, or until a skewer inserted into the centre of the cake 
comes out clean.

8. Stand the cake on a cooling wire till completely cool before turning out of the tin and removing the paper.
Wrap in foil for a couple of days before cutting up..

If you fail to find the references in the Bible, you can look at the ‘cheat sheet’ on page 7!

AN ADVENT PRAYER

Lord, in this season of Advent, inspire us to be people of hope. 
Encourage us not to be greedy for material possessions, but for justice and truth.
Enflame us with a love for others, which crosses boundaries of race, religion and nationality. 
Stir within us a desire to fight for the integrity of creation and appreciate the immense beauty of the 
earth.
Be with us, Lord, at this time, that we may be a people of hope.  Amen.           (Susy Brouard, CAFOD)
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BIBLE READINGS

Sunday 3rd December 1st Sunday of Advent Isaiah 64 v1-9
1 Corinthians 1 v3-9
Mark 13 v24-end

Sunday 10th December 2nd Sunday of Advent Isaiah 40 v1-11
2 Peter 3 v8-15a
Mark 1 v1-8

Sunday 17th December 3rd Sunday of Advent Isaiah 61 v1-4 and 8-end
1 Thessalonians 5 v16-24
John 1 v6-8 and 19-28

Monday 25th December Christmas Day Isaiah 9 v2-7
(and at Midnight Services on Christmas Eve) Titus 2 v11-14

Luke 2 v1-14 [15-20]

                      or Isaiah 62 v6-12
Titus 3 v4-7
Luke 2 v[1-7] 8-20

            or Isaiah 52 v7-10
Hebrews1 v1-4 [5-12]
John 1 v1-14

Sunday 31st December 1st Sunday of Christmas Isaiah 61 v10 – 62 v3
Galatians 4 v4-7
Luke 2 v15-21

MIDWEEK HOLY COMMUNION
AND SOUP LUNCH

Thursday 7th December

12 noon

Stoke Lyne Church

If you would like a lift then please contact Alice on 01280 848192 or
rector@shelswellparishes.info

Crib Service
Christmas Eve

4 pm
Stratton Audley Church

All welcome!
If you would like, you are welcome to come 
dressed as a shepherd or angel or sheep or 
some other character from the Christmas story!



5

Good news!

Sam Mortimer will be joining us here in Shelswell on Tuesday 30th 
January to finish his curacy.  We will probably only have him for six – 
nine months, but we look forward to getting to know him, helping him 
discover the joys of rural ministry, and in turn learning new things 
from him.  We are also continuing with the process of recruiting a 
House for Duty priest, who will work Sundays plus two other days in 
exchange for living in the house in St Michael’s Close, Fringford.

Here is a message from Sam:

Hi.  My name’s Sam Mortimer and I’m very much looking forward to 
joining the Shelswell Benefice in January as Curate.  I’m currently the 
Curate in the Benefice of Binfield, near Bracknell, but will be moving 
to Bicester with my wife Sarah, who will be taking up a post as Team 
Vicar for Bucknell and Launton in the Bicester Benefice.  We have 
three grown up sons and two grandsons.

I recently retired from my job with 3M Company managing a team 
repairing personal protective equipment.  I became a Christian in my 
teens, helped by my science teachers(!).  This may explain one of my 
passions, which is to bring the gospel to people of all ages through 
science.  To relax, I like cycling, walking, running, art and listening to 
music.
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    Bethlehem Baubles Today

     I have a Christmas glass bauble, small, aubergine coloured and decorated with gold stars and
dots. It came wrapped in a box and with a card with a card enclosed.

      
The card enclosed says
Handblown by Muslims

Hand-painted by Christians
Shipped by Israel –

     A sign of co-operation between many different people.     
 If I drop it on the floor it will break  into many sharp pieces.

Therefore let us pray for the Middle East and its people and for all people where there is conflict.
There is always hope.

                                                                                                            Pat Cherry      

Scripture Cake Cheat Sheet

225g Judges 5:25 last clause = softened butter 
225g Jeremiah 6:20 = light brown sugar  
1 tablespoon 1 Samuel 14:25 = honey  
3 Jeremiah 17:11 = eggs lightly beaten  
225g 1 Samuel 30:12 = raisins  
175g Nahum 3:12 = soft-dried figs or dates 
85g Numbers 17:8 = blanched almonds, roughly chopped  
350g 1 Kings 4:22 = plain flour 
1 teaspoon 2 Chronicles 9:9 = ground mix spice  
1 teaspoon Amos 4:5 = baking powder (leaven)
A pinch of Leviticus 2:13 = salt  
6 tablespoons Judges 4:19 = milk  
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Age UK Oxfordshire -  Volunteer as a Phone Friend to help brighten someone’s day!

One in five older people in Oxfordshire reports feeling
lonely and this problem can be even worse in the colder,
shorter winter days.  Age UK Oxfordshire’s volunteer
Phone Friend scheme is already supporting 375 people
with a free, weekly telephone call and there are thousands
more who could benefit from the service.

 Whether you are young or old, if you’re friendly and feel
comfortable talking whilst also providing a listening ear,
you could bring comfort and friendship to lonely older
people in our local area this winter.

Volunteering as a Phone Friend requires a minimum
commitment of one hour per week which enables you to call up to three people and can be at a regular time 
that suits you. Calls can be made from the comfort of your own home and any expenses for call costs are 
covered.

This quote is from a current Phone Friend:

 “I would encourage anyone to give Phone Friend volunteering a go. 
There is a real need for it and it’s a great way to make friends. I have a 
good laugh with my friends and it is a privilege to share in their lives.”

 To register your interest in supporting us to reduce loneliness amongst 
local older people please call 01295 234 850 or 
visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/get-involved/volunteer/telephone
-befriending-volunteer  for more information.

Banburyshire, A Walker’s History by Martin Greenwood

Martin Greenwood’s new book is a lively and knowledgeable
walker’s guide to nine Banburyshire villages, Aynho, Chesterton,
Greatworth, Hornton, Middleton Stoney, Shenington, Stoke Lyne,
Warmington & Wroxton.  Each delightfully illustrated section
includes a mixture of architectural, local and social history followed
by a walking tour, as the author describes some of the changes in
village life.  The  ever-increasing rate of change in our lifetimes
makes it all the more important that we preserve memories of the
past.   If you would like to buy a copy, the book is available for £10
(list price £12.95) from the author at 
martinwgreenwood@btinternet.com or from good local bookshops.

A well-known local historian, Martin Greenwood writes about village
life in Flora Thompson’s Lark Rise country and more widely in
Banburyshire. His last book, The Promised Land published in 2020,
is about emigration from Oxfordshire and its neighbouring shires
during 1815 to 1914. 
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The Shelswell Light Party
Glow in the dark!

31st October
Fringford Church                          

                  We did have loads of fun! 
          Thank you very much to all the helpers.

Glowstick Hoopla
Mini 'pumpkin' Jenga

Eating the Doughnuts on the String

Slime making

Apple bobbing
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REGISTRY
This section will announce any baptisms, marriages and funerals that have recently taken place within

the Shelswell benefice

Baptism

Diggory Charles Harper KEEBLE
Sunday 12th November 2023
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley

After the Remembrance Sunday service at Stratton
Audley, the Harper family moved into the church and
transformed it for Diggory’s christening.  Up went the
bunting, out went the tables all down the far side of the
church, and in came the piles of delicious food for
everyone to enjoy after the service.  And by 2.30 pm, all
was ready, the guests had arrived and Diggory had been
changed into the family christening robe.  

Emma is the daughter of Gill and Robert Harper and
grew up at Hill View Farm.  Indeed she was christened
at Stratton Audley, as was her dad in August 1955.  She and Alex now live in Welton near Daventry.  Emma
works as an artist and a podiatry assistant, and Alex as a conservation adviser.  Diggory is just over four 
months old, and seems to be taking life very happily in his stride.  (According to Alex’s mum, he was just 
the same – a happy contented baby.)

Alex and Emma married in the church on 29 th May 2021 in the midst of all the covid restrictions – limited 
number of guests, no singing, face masks.  No such restrictions at Diggory’s christening though – there were
three hymns which were sung with gusto by the sixty or so guests: Lord of the Dance, Lord of all 
hopefulness, and One more step along the world I go.  Emma’s brother Adam read the Bible reading, 
Matthew 18: 1 – 5 about Jesus welcoming the children.  We made baptingles to help us think about the 
meaning of baptism, and once they were lit, we held them and sang one of the hymns.  And we wrote our 
own prayers for Diggory which were collected up and put in a little box for him to read when he is older.

Diggory has three godparents: Andy Grant, Louis Phipps and Carrie Douglas.  But as well as that, he also 
has what the church would call a ‘supporting friend’ and what others apparently call an ‘oddparent’  - Katie 
Upton.  

After the service, Emma suggested that people might like to do the village walk whilst all the chairs were 
moved and the table put out.  As the skies were dark and it looked like more rain was imminent, most people
declined the kind offer and helped move the chairs instead.  Then there was much mingling, the children 
were happily occupied at the colouring table, and everyone settled in for the party.

We pray that God will richly bless Diggory as he grows up, and that he will come to know the height 
and width and breadth of God’s love for him.
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Wedding

Ramiro D’ABRANTES and Lucy Elizabeth DOUGLAS
Saturday 21st October 2023
St Mary and St Edburga, Stratton Audley.

It was lovely to welcome Ramiro and Lucy and all their guests to St Mary and St Edburga’s for their 
wedding on Saturday 21st October.  We had put the heating on as the weather seemed to have turned a bit 
chilly, but it wasn’t raining!  Ramiro’s family moved to the UK from Argentina when he was 12 years old, 
and various of his relatives had travelled from Argentina especially for the wedding.  One family had had to 
cope with the airline losing their luggage, which was not helpful!

Ramiro and Lucy live in Tetsworth near Thame.  Ramiro now works as an Anaesthetist and Lucy as a 
Speech and Language Therapist but they met ten years ago when they were both doing summer jobs at 
Legoland.  Ramiro was in his second summer and had been promoted to retail team leader in the Big Shop, 
and when Lucy was doing her induction it fell to him to show her round.  Once thing led to another, and they
became engaged whilst on holiday in the Peak District in November 2021. 
  
The church was looking lovely with all the harvest
decorations still in place as Lucy walked down the aisle on
her dad’s arm, preceded by her three bridesmaids – two
adults and one three year old.  One of Ramiro’s brothers was
his best man.  The couple had chosen two hymns for their
wedding: Jerusalem and ‘In Christ alone’.  Lucy’s twin
brother James read 1 Corinthians 13, that well known hymn
of love.  

Ramiro’s mum Claudia and Lucy’s brother James witnessed
the signing of the marriage document.  There was a retiring
collection that was split between the church and Bowel
Cancer UK in memory of Lucy’s mum.

The couple left the church to the sound of the bells, and after some more photos they made their way to 
Stratton Court Barn for the wedding reception – complete with a wedding cake with a lego bride and groom 
on the top.  We wish them every happiness in their life together – may their marriage be life long, life 
enhancing and a real blessing to them and all who know them.
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Club News

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
SHELSWELL WI

At our November meeting we welcome Jane Fletcher whose talk was Memories - Making the Most of Your 
Possessions. Jane had some fantastic ideas for displaying items that would otherwise be stored away and not 
seen. Ties made in to cushion covers, items of clothing made into memory bears and various items mounted 
in frames (always put a label on the back of your frame, was a very helpful tip).

At our November meeting we also supported the Bicester Hygiene Bank by donating items from wish list.

By the time you read this several of our members would have also attend the North Ploughly group meeting,
where we will have enjoyed a talk by antiques expert Charlie Ross.

For our December meeting we are gathering for a Christmas meal at Bure Park and on 14 December we host
the North Ploughly Group Carol Service at Stratton Audley Church.

The new year sees us looking forward to a varied programme starting with an evening All About Chillies.

The Shelswell WI meet on the first Thursday of each month in Fringford village hall and all are welcome. 
We enjoy a varied itinerary with a mix of speakers, creative sessions and other events.

If you would like to join us or for more details contact Lesley Beagent 07729605670

SHELSWELL GARDEN CLUB       

Our November meeting has not yet taken place so the report will follow in the January edition of the 
Shelswell News. Our speaker will have been Avril Hughes who has previously visited us. 

On December 12th we will have our AGM with mulled wine and nibbles. This will be followed by a 
practical session, making a Christmas arrangement in an unusual container, (maximum size of approx. 25 
cms). There will be a prize for the best display. 

For our first meeting in 2024 we hope to welcome Jill Whitehead of Aulden Farm.
http://auldenfarm.co.uk/index.html

Club membership fee is now £15 per year. This covers all speakers, zoom meetings in January and 
February as well as entry to the evening garden visits. The visitor fee will now be £5, which will be 
refunded if the visitor decides to join the Club that evening.  Swallows Nursery in Mixbury has kindly 
offered a discount to our members when you show your membership card.

We welcome visitors to our club that normally meets at Hethe Village Hall at 7.30 pm on the second 
Tuesday of the month (apart from August). Meetings and outings are open to members and visitors, friends 
and relatives. Plants are for sale at most meetings. 

For further information, call Sally Drummond Hay on 01280 848591 or Corrine Mitchell on 01869 247411 
or email shelswellgardenclub@gmail.com
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SHELSWELL READING GROUP

The October book was The Memory Police by Yoko Ogowa, which certainly gave us lots to talk about.  A 
true dystopian novel, it both disturbed and confused us in places.  Whilst we may not have had empathy for 
many of the characters , we remained engaged with the book, although the end did exasperate some of us!   
Themes of the soul, heart and memory disappearing provided good discussions (dementia, power of 
memory) and descriptions of the sea, the hidden room, etc really resonated.  It was an uncomfortable book at
times and we never really understood the context (why did things disappear etc).  The novel within the novel
was not clear, although there were clear parallels with the main story.  A good book club book!
 
The November meeting was on Wednesday 22nd November and the book was The Siege by Helen 
Dunmore.  A review of this will be in the January issue.  We will also choose the next book which is likely 
to be Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.
There will not be a December meeting so our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th January at 6 Hethe 
Cottages.
Other books discussed were:
 
The Boy from Aleppo who painted the War – Sumia Sukkar
 The Telephone Box at the Edge of the World – Laura Imai Messina/Lucy Rand
The Madonnas of Leningrad – Debra Dean
Journey by Moonlight – Antal Szerb/Peter Czipott
Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya Angelou
Haweswater – Sarah Hall
Beware of Pity – Stefan Zweig
 
If you are interested in joining our Reading Group, please contact Jane Birnage, Manor Grange, Cottisford 
(07770 220605 or janebirnage@icloud.com).

SHELSWELL POETRY APPRECIATION GROUP

The theme of our November meeting was Joy. Our first poem was Senior Discount by Ali Liebegott. The 
poet looks forward to growing old with her husband and looks forward with joy to the quirky lovable people
she hopes they will become.

 Next came Infant Joy by William Blake, which describes the joy a newborn child brings. A later poem by 
the same poet, The Schoolboy, is very different, and bemoans the fact that the education inflicted on 
children in the first half of the 18th century was more likely to result in grief and a stifling of love of life than
joy, with such rhetorical questions as “How can a bird that is born for joy/Sit in a cage and sing?”

In Everyone Sang, Siegfried Sassoon expresses the joy of peace at the end of the First World War, ending 
with the optimistic “The singing will never be done” – a mood which he revised when writing a later poem, 
Aftermath, in which he urged ex-soldiers never to forget the horrors of the war.

Walt Whitman, the American poet, in The Wound Dresser, does not stint the gruesome details of caring for 
the wounded soldiers in Civil War hospitals, but also presents it as a role he joyed in because it meant that 
he was bringing comfort where he could. We also read his long poem A Song of Joys in its entirety. In it he 
lists all the sights, sounds, experiences and feelings that gave him joy during his life – with as much bounce 
and verve as a child on a trampoline. More soberly, The Gautama Buddha, in Joy, gives a list of ways of 
living which bring the good man that emotion.
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Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in Sonnet 29 writes of the joy Robert Browning brought her and how fulfilling
she found their relationship, teetering on the verge of idolatry as she does so. Like Queen Victoria in her 
diaries, she suffers from an overenthusiastic application of exclamation marks.

In an extract from An Essay on Man, Alexander Pope has an anti-celebrity take on expectation of gain for 
virtue, which he thinks should be its own reward, and give men joy in doing good without expectation of 
earthly recompense- a philosophy which is as relevant now as when he was writing, in the early 18 th century.
For him, “The world’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy/ Is Virtue’s prize.”

An English translation of Schiller’s Ode to Joy has none of the beauty of its German original, set to music 
by Beethoven, but has some similarity to other writings on the subject. Cold prose, without the rhythm and 
rhyme of the original, is no substitute for the wonderful song in the Ninth Symphony. The translation 
expresses the idea that Joy is “beautiful spark of Gods”, but the actual feeling of joy that hearing 
Beethoven’s interpretation brings is more immediate.

Our December meeting will be on Tuesday 5 th at 10.30 and the theme will be The Past. If you would like to 
join us, please contact me on 01869 811994 or at judith.harvey@live.co.uk 

Judith Harvey

REPORTS FROM THE PARISHES

Cottisford and Juniper Hill
St Mary the Virgin

CHURCHWARDEN:  Charles Jackson, Cottisford House, Cottisford                  Tel 01280 848247
TREASURER David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick           Tel 01869 277690
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:  Vacancy
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Judith Harvey, Lark Rise Cottage, Juniper HillEmail: judith.harvey@live.co.uk
                                                              

SERVICES
Sunday 17th December  - 4 pm  Carol Service
Sunday 24th December -  10 pm Early Midnight Communion

COTTISFORD AND JUNIPER HILL SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Due to the weather conditions we were unable to go ahead with our planned bonfire evening.

Our next Coffee Morning is being held on Tuesday 29 November at 10.30am. Coffee, tea and cakes, along 
with a raffle and a few Christmas crafts. Please check your notice board or social media for the venue. We 
look forward to seeing you there for a catch up before the busy Christmas season.

Saturday 9 December sees Jane and David host the last of this year's pop up pubs. From 7.30pm bring your 
own drink, nibbles provided.

The Social Committee would like thank everyone who helped and supported us this year. We look forward 
to seeing you all again next year.

If you would like to help by hosting a coffee morning or pop up pub contact Sandra Bickmore 
at sandrambickmore@gmail.com



16

Finmere
St Michael and All Angels

 CHURCHWARDEN: Steven Myers, 4 White Houses, Mere Rd, Finmere                                        Tel: 07875 102952
TREASURER:  Jacqueline Chelin, 19 Valley Road, Finmere                                                            Tel 01280 847782
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Katherine Grimston, The Old Rectory, Finmere               Tel: 01280 848364 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Paul Nash Email: paan63@yahoo.co.uk                                Tel 01280 848268

Church Services
Friday 8th December – 7.15 pm at the tree, 7.30 pm in Church, “Christmas in Conflict” Carol Service
Sunday 17th December – 9.15 am Holy Communion
Sunday 24th December – 10 pm Early Midnight Communion

Village Hall
The village hall is now fully back in use and most of the regular users
have resumed their scheduled events. 
Since the arson attack last year, the hall has been completely re-

decorated with a number of improved
facilities added, including updated AV
facilities with a new projector and large
screen, new flooring and front and fire exit
doors and enlarged storage spaces for
regular users. WiFi facilities have also been
added
For all hall bookings enquiries, please visit www.myfinmere.com/villagehall.

Don’t forget the monthly Tea & Cakes at the hall on the second Tuesday of the month.
A plea to users of the bottle bank, to the rear of the hall. The hall insurers have
raised a concern over the depositing of cardboard boxes, by the waste bins,
adjacent to the bottle bank. The concern is over fire risk. If villagers use
cardboard boxes to take their bottles to the bank, please either take them away and
dispose of them appropiately, or crush them and place them in the hall brown bin.
Do not just leave them lying between the hall waste bins. 
Thank you

Allotments
With the Summer growing season now finished and the first frosts approaching, guess it is time for digging 
in preparation for Winter. Maybe another try at the RHS recommended ‘no-dig’ allotment’ 😊 …. No-Dig 
Gardening Guide | BBC Gardeners World Magazine.
However it is also time for the payment of the annual allotment fees, a bargain at £20.
The Poor’s Plot continues to have a small waiting list for allotment plots and it looks as though there is a 
possibility that a few plots may shortly become available, so any aspiring allotment users should visit
www.myfinmere.com/poorsplot

Some Finmere related links:
Finmere facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/finmereandlittletingewick/
Shelswell Parishes website at – www.shelswellparishes.info/finmere
Finmere Parish Council website at – www.finmerepc.org
Village hall news at – www.myfinmere.com
Old Finmere history website – www.myfinmere.com/history
Finmere on Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finmereipedia
Finmere Primary School - www.finmere.oxon.sch.uk
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Please come along to support Finmere’s

"Tuesday Teas"
If you are at home in the day, please pop into the Village Hall for a cuppa & a catch-up…

Tuesday 12 December from 2 - 4 pm
Tea, coffee, cake & biscuits

All locals welcome, no charge

We would love to grow the numbers so 
please bring a friend! 

If you need transport, please contact Jo (07974 740312) or Katherine (07770 804025)

If anyone would like to help with “Tuesday Teas”,we need help serving refreshments, setting
out tables, providing lifts and BAKING CAKES!

Your baking costs can be reimbursed - No need to volunteer every month; just help when you can…

Fringford
St Michael and All Angels

CHURCHWARDEN:                                        John Mayo, 10 Church Close, Fringford Tel 01869 278873

TREASURER:                                Christina McCullagh, 5 Crosslands, Fringford Tel 07867 515207

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER                       Penny Wood ,as below

MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:                     Penny Wood, 8 Crosslands, Fringford Tel 01869 277310

VILLAGE HALL CORRESPONDENT:                                       Christine Underwood  Tel 01869 278949

WEBSITE      www.fringford.info

Church Services & Events
❖ Sunday 3 December – at 10.45am – Morning Service in Fringford Church.

                                  - at   6.00pm – Service of Readings and Music for                                                
Advent Sunday in Godington Church.

❖ Sunday 10 December - at 3.00 to 5.00pm – in Stratton Audley Church a 
                                                     Christingle Event - Crafts, Food and Worship. 

❖ Sunday 17 December – at 4.00pm - Carol Service.
❖ Sunday 24 December – at 4.00pm – Crib Service in Stratton Audley Church.

         at 11.30pm - Christmas Eve – Midnight Communion.
❖ Monday 25 December – at 10.45am – Christmas Day Service 
❖ Sunday 31 December – at 10.45am – New Year Service 
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To find out the times and places of services on other Sundays, please check the back cover of this magazine, 
the Benefice website www.shelswellparishes.info, the noticeboard at the church, or ring the Benefice office 
(01280-848192).  You will always be welcome in our other parishes.

FLOWERS
We’ll be decorating the Church for Christmas on Saturday 23 December from 9.30am.  Offers of help, and 
gifts of flowers and greenery would be much appreciated.

CAROL SINGING
Join us for carol singing around the village on Monday 18 December in aid of Nai’s House.  Meet by the 
church gate at 6.30pm.

See the General Section for details of other activities taking place in the Benefice during December.

To Whoever left the plastic box of copper coins in the church in October  ……
The coins were counted and came to a total of £20.89.  As there was also an old Children’s Society 
collecting box inside the plastic box, the money has been donated to the Children’s Society.  They sent a 
‘thank you’ message, so many thanks to you, anonymous donor!

Greetings Cards 
Packs of greeting cards (6 cards for £3) available for purchase.  They feature 6 photographs of the church 
both in and outside.  Ring Christina McCullagh on 07867 515207.

Fringford Church 100 Club
The 100 Club winners in October were:   

1st No.66 Mike Paxton £61;  2nd No.22 Alison Spencer £37; and 3rd No.21 Alison Spencer £25.   

Congratulations!   You can still sign up to the 100 Club.  Contact Christina McCullagh to register - 07867 
515207. The draw takes place monthly at the Village Coffee Morning.

Little Lambs Babies & Toddler Group  
Every Wednesday during term time in Stratton Audley Church, from 9.30am to 11.00am. 
[Not during holidays and half term.] Just come along, but if you need information in the meantime, email 
admin@shelswellparishes.info                                               

 Mingle and Jingle  
       

In Fringford Church
From 6.30 till 9.00pm

On Friday 8th December 2023

 Dress - Festive    
Entry £10       

To include first drink & nibbles

In aid of Crisis - the UK national charity for people experiencing homelessness.  

So we have an idea of numbers please let Phillippa Taylor, on 07703276742, know you plan to attend.
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FRINGFORD FRIENDS NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT GROUP 
Support is always available from the Fringford Friends, Neighbourhood Support Group : 

 Telephone:   07704 756840
 Email neighbourhoodsupport@fringford.info

To join Fringford What’s App Group call Christine Underwood:  07961 972388,  silvercb1@outlook.com
                                                
FRINGFORD VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING  will take place on Monday 18 December, from 10.30am
to 12 noon, in the Chinnery Room at the Village Hall.  Just drop by any time for a coffee and a chat.

Fringford Village Hall Regular Activities -To find out more, please contact the hirer direct.

Weekly Activities Monthly Activities

FS Dance
Monday & Wednesday (term time)

After school classes
BALLET • TAP • MODERN • STREET

leah.fsd@gmail.com or 07885827592

Village Coffee Morning
All ages welcome

Third Monday in the month - Chinnery Room
Drop in anytime between 10.30 am and noon

Penny Wood 01869 277310

Puppy Stars
Dog Training

Tuesday evening – various classes

Contact Nick 07542 131400
www.puppystars.co.uk

Parish Council Meeting
All villagers welcome

Third Monday in the month 7.45pm

Contact 01844 237766 or fringford.parishclerk@gmail.com

Fringford Yoga
Wednesday (term time)

9.30am – 11am
Carolyn White 01869 277161

Bicester Sound Bath Meditation

First Sunday of the month from 7.45 pm
Sonia - contact@holisticaxis.com

Please text - 07709634847

Just Puppies
Puppy Training

Wednesday evening – various classes

Contact Kerri 07720 891489
www.justpuppies.training

Shelswell WI

First Thursday of the month 7.30pm

Contact Lesley Beagent on 07729605670

Pilates
Thursday at 10.00am

natashaflowerspilates@gmail.com
or 07545 525820

Mindfulness Meditation
Monthly Sunday 11am to 12.30pm

janerainey17@gmail.com or 07971 008337

My Baby Spa

Monday mornings
Spa experience for babies up to 12 months

 and toddlers 1 – 4 years
www.mybabyspa.co.uk

contact Danielle at
contact@mybabyspa.co.uk

Fringford Sewcial
Sew and Chat!

Alternate monthly Wednesday from 7pm
& Sunday from 3pm

Contact Melissa at mamcs100@gmail.com

Village Hall Team Meeting
Every 4 weeks – 7.00 pm

Open meetings – all welcome
fringford.hall@gmail.com or 07936 879175
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To book the hall for your own event, please go to fringford.info, village hall, how to book Here you will
find all the information you will need to book on-line.

For any other queries please phone or text 07936 879175
or email: fringford.hall@gmail.com

Hardwick
St Mary the Virgin

CHURCHWARDEN: David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
TREASURER: David Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick Tel 01869 277690
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Vacancy
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Veronica Barnes, Honeysuckle Cottage, 11 Hardwick    Tel 01869 277690

WEBSITE: http://hardwickvillage.btck.co.uk

Christmas Church Services at Hardwick Church
Sunday 3rd December: 9:15 am Holy Communion for Advent Sunday 
Sunday 10th December 4:00pm Carol Service (please do stay for refreshments afterwards)  
Christmas Day:  Monday 9:15 am Christmas Holy Communion

Hardwick church is open daily 10am to 4pm. 
Private prayer and quiet contemplation 

View the architecture, memorials and  stained glass windows
Please make use of this special space

Pilgrim Pathways
Why not walk the Hethe to Hardwick to Cottisford to Hethe “Pilgrim Pathway?” This 4-mile circular route 
takes in the C of E churches of each of these villages as well as Holy Trinity, Hethe’s RC church. You can 
start and end your walk at any point on the route, which takes in some glorious North Oxfordshire 
countryside. Pick up a free brochure outlining the route from any of the churches or contact David Barnes 
(01869 277690), who can send you one. 

Hardwick Church guidebook
The new guidebook for Hardwick church and the parish of Hardwick with Tusmore is available to collect 
from the church or contact David Barnes (01869 277690), who can send one to you. 
This 44-page booklet has over 20 colour photos and provides a fascinating insight into the features and 
history of Hardwick church, the village and the Tusmore Estate.  We ask that you make a minimum donation
of £5 to church funds. 

Hethe
St Edmund and St George

CHURCHWARDEN: Flora Skinner, Fox Hollow, 2 Hardwick Road, Hethe                             Tel 01869 277366
TREASURER:  Mike Green, Greenhill Cottage, Main Street, Hethe  Tel 01869 278166
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Flora Skinner       as above                            
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:            Mike Green          as above Tel 01869 278166

WEBSITE: www.hethe.org

Happy Christmas to everyone and very best wishes for the New Year, with  many thanks to the volunteers who 
have worked so hard again this year to make our church a special place in the community. The volunteers 
undertake varied roles from helping to maintain the churchyard, to church cleaning, to providing flowers, to 
being members of the PCC – all are thanked for their contribution.  
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If you have any news or a village event to publicise, please send the details to me, where possible with a photo, and if 
suitable I will add them to next month’s news and include them on the village web site.  The deadline for the next 
edition of the Shelswell News is on Page 2.

ST EDMUND & ST GEORGE CHURCH

Church Services and Events

See the back page for details of services in our church.  Note the Ecumenical Carol
Service on 17th December starting at 6.00pm in the church , the lay-led service on
Christmas Eve at 9.30am and the Christmas Morning Service of Holy Communion
starting at 10.45am.  You will be welcome at any of these services and in other
churches in the benefice, or if you are away from the Shelswell area, you can find a
nearby service through the web site https://www.achurchnearyou.com.  

The church is open every day for visits and private prayer.

Thank you to Mary McCorquodale for cleaning the church in November.  Jenny Cullen has volunteered to clean and 
provide flowers this month, except for Christmas when there will be a joint effort to decorate the church.

If you can contribute to the on-going availability of the church, you may make a one-off gift through a single 
transaction or set up regular donations, using a debit or credit card, or Apple or Google Pay, using the secure Parish 
Giving (PGS) website - https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/ or through the following QR Code:

 Scan here to make a one-off donation or to set up regular giving by direct debit

100 Club.  The club offers members an opportunity to contribute to church funds, while 
having the chance to win a cash prize from the monthly draws.  There are still plenty of 
numbers if you wish to join!  Please contact Mike or one of the other PCC members for 
an application form (full details on the village website).

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

The ashes of Father (Anthony) John Burns were interned at Holy Trinity
Church in the village on Saturday 23rd September following a Mass at
4.00pm.  Father Burns was the Resident Catholic Priest in Hethe for 18 years. 
He  died in the early hours of Wednesday 14th July 2021 at Aston Hall where
the day before he celebrated his 92nd birthday.

Father John was ordained on 19th July 1953 and his first appointment was at
Sacred Heart in Tunstall (Staffordshire) from 1953 to 1965. He was at Our
Lady Immaculate in Warwick from 1965 to 1985; Our Lady and All Saints in
Stourbridge from 1985 to 1990; St Mary’s in Leek from 1990 to 1996 and at
Holy Trinity in Hethe from 1996 until his retirement in 2014.
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Parish Council.  

The next full council meeting will be held on 23rd January 2024, starting at 7.30pm, in the
Village Hall.  A Welcome Guide to Hethe is now available through the village web site and
covers Parish Council meetings and members, village organisations, churches, refuse/recycling
and the Conservation Area.

Recycling

The bottle bank is still open and is being monitored and
emptied.
There are three glass recycling banks available for clear, green and
brown bottles on the driveway approaching the Village Hall,
together with the new clothes bank courtesy of the Salvation Army.
 
Please dispose of your glass responsibly – DO NOT LITTER - take metal/plastic tops and 

plastic bags/cardboard boxes away with you to dispose of or to recycle at home. It is an offence to leave bottles, or 
anything else, anywhere but inside the containers.  

Please remember that soft plastics must not be put in the blue bins – larger supermarkets will take them.  And please 
do not put dog waste in open bins.

For Village Hall bookings, please
contact Flora, the Village Hall
Booking Secretary, on 01869 277366 
fjskinner@hotmail.co.uk.

The Stay & Play Group contact is
Kelly Woodford on 07716 981263.  They meet on Friday mornings.

The Hardwick Road Allotments.  Please note that the contact for the
allotments off the Hardwick Road is Yvonne Thomas, 3 Wilson Way,
Caversfield, OX27 8FB, tel 243536 or 07773065890.  The agents are Carter
Jonas for the Oxford Diocese.

Mixbury
All Saints

CHURCHWARDENS:  Martin Ayres, Northwell Farm, Finmere                                  Tel 07899 792552           
Alec Howard, Middlestead, Mixbury                                       Tel 01280 848295

TREASURER:                 David Mitchell.   2 Town Farm, Mixbury                             Tel 01280 847769
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Anna Howard Tel 01280 848295 
MAGAZINE CORRESPNDENT: Sue Goodman    pasgoodman551@gmail.com Tel 01280 848002

CHURCH SERVICES 
Saturday 23rd December - 4.30 pm Nativity and Carol Service
Monday 25th December – Christmas Day, 9.15 am Holy Communion

If you have any news articles for the Parish Magazine please do not forget to let your Magazine 
Correspondent know in good time – deadline dates are normally found on the inside cover of the Shelswell 
News.  Sue Goodman; email: pasgoodman551@gmail.com or telephone: 01280 848002.

MIXBURY CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 2023
If anyone would like to be added to the rota or removed, please contact Eryl Tobin on 07840 464541 or 
848466. Thank you to all those who decorate our church with beautiful flowers.  It's always appreciated.
December Carol service and Christmas – everyone
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MIXBURY CHURCH CLEANING ROTA (Revised 2023 - 2024)
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to go on this rota in order to clean and to help maintain the 
church throughout the year. Your hard work is very much appreciated.

DECEMBER Gail Bellingham, Mel Soar & Sue Bosher

If anyone else would like to help with cleaning, we would be very grateful for extra volunteers. This 
would help to lighten the load on otherwise busy people. The job only requires a couple of hours 
simple cleaning in your allotted month, and if you can find a partner or join a group of two to make 
groups of three, it can be a pleasant way to involve yourself in the village and familiarise yourself with
our beautiful church. For more information please contact -  Julie Mitchell on 01280 – 847769

MIXBURY POP UP PUB NIGHTS 
The Mixbury Pop Up Pub has been a tradition in the village for many years now and is a lovely way to 
socialise and make friends.  The hosts provide the venue, glasses and a few nibbles and the guests arrive 
with their own drinks.  If you are interested in hosting a pub night please contact Tanya – email: 
markandtanya@yahoo.co.uk. 

BOOKS
Don’t forget there are lots of books in the Church for villagers to borrow and exchange – straight ahead 
when you go in the door located just in front of the North Door.

BONFIRE
Once again Johnathan Berrie and his team did Mixbury proud with a spectacular firework display,  thanks to
Frank and Maggs Jackson for the use of their field.  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Mixbury held its normal Remembrance Service and from the First World War the following were
remembered: Edward Blencowe, Gordon Hancock, Leslie Paxton and Robert Strickland.

From the Second World War: John Aldsworth and Robert Dunkley.

Happy Christmas and New Year to You All – thank you for your contributions during the year.
From the Magazine Correspondent.
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Newton Purcell
St Michael and All Angels

CHURCHWARDENS: Ann von Maltzahn, Home Farm Shelswell Park              Tel 01280 848680
                     Vacant
TREASURER:     Fai Li                                                                              Tel: 07725 009838
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER     Flora Skinner                                       Tel: 01869 277366
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:  Ann von Maltzahn                                  Tel 01280 848680

Services -
Sunday 3rd December - 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion
Monday 25th December - Christmas Day - 9.30 a.m.

Bonus Ball Lotto -
Recent lucky winners have been David Francis, Hugo von Maltzahn and Ron & Sandra Ricks.

Christmas Concert - 

Please contact Ann von Maltzahn either on 01280 8848680 or by email at ann_maltzahn@yahoo.com to let 
her know if you would like to join us for this festive evening of entertainment with refreshments and a 
Secret Santa!



25

Newton Purcell Remembrance Sunday - 

With all the turmoil in the world today our service seemed more poignant than ever and Will LeFevre read 
the piece below which we would like to share with you.

On November 7th, 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentified British bodies were exhumed from temporary 
battlefield cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, the Asine and the Somme.

None of the soldiers who did the digging were told why.

The bodies were taken by field ambulance to GHQ at St-Pol-sur-Ter Noise.  Once there, the bodies were draped 
with the union flag.

Sentries were posted, and Brigadier-General Wyatt and a Colonel Gell selected one body at random.  The other 
three were reburied.

A French Honour Guard was selected and stood by the coffin of the chosen soldier overnight.

On the morning of 8th November, a specially designed coffin made of oak from the grounds of Hampton Court 
arrived, and the Unknown Warrior was placed inside.

On top was placed a crusader’s sword and a shield on which was inscribed:

“A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914 – 1918 for King and Country.”

On the 9th of November, the Unknown Warrior was taken by horse-drawn carriage through Guards of Honour and 
the sound of tolling bells and bugle calls to the quayside.

There, he was saluted by Marechal Foche, and loaded onto HMS Vernon bound for Dover.  The coffin stood on the 
deck covered in wreaths, surrounded by the French Honour Guard.

Upon arrival at Dover, the Unknown Warrior was met with a nineteen gun salute – something that was normally 
only reserved for Field Marshals.

A special train had been arranged and he was then conveyed to Victoria Station, London.

He remained there overnight, and on the morning of the 11th of November, he was finally taken to Westminster 
Abbey.

The idea of the unknown warrior was thought of by a Padre called David Railton who had served on the front line 
during the Great War; the union flag he had used as an altar cloth whilst at the front was the one that had been 
draped over the coffin.

It was his intention that all of the relatives of the 517,773 combatants whose bodies had not been identified could
believe that the Unknown Warrior could very well be their lost husband, father, brother or son…

This is the reason we wear poppies.

We do not glorify war. 

We remember – with humility – the great and the ultimate sacrifices that were made, not just in this war but in 
every war and conflict where our service personnel have fought to ensure the liberty and freedoms that we now 
take for granted.

Every year on the 11th of November, we remember the Unknown Warrior.

And with the words of Robert Laurence Binyon in his poem “For the Fallen,”

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.”

We would like to wish all our readers A HAPPY & PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS
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Stoke Lyne
St Peter’s

CHURCHWARDEN: Christopher Poole CTP@oxford-educational.co.uk                       Tel 01869 346020
TREASURER:   Janey Poole         janey@oxford-educational.co.uk   Tel 07810 120457
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Emma Brown    emmabrown911@gmail.com 
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:         Rena Andrews    renacyanlion@btinternet.com Tel: 01869 346653
PARISH ROOM BOOKINGS :  Kelly and James Holden-White kholdenwhite@aol.com Tel 01869 345211

WEBSITE   www.stokelyne.org 

St Peter’s Church Stoke Lyne Services
See back page for details.
The Carol Service is on Thursday 21st December at 6.30 pm.

Flower Duty for December
Janey Poole

Stoke Lyne Food for Thought – Sunday, 5th November at 10 am

This month we focused on All Saints Day and, after croissants and coffee, we began by trying to match 
Saints with what they are remembered for or when their Feast Day is. It turned out we were pretty good at 
this!
We continued with a discussion around what it means to be a saint in today’s terms and how we could all try
to follow the example of selfless individuals we know of.  We found the reading, taken from Revelations, to 
be thought provoking in light of the harrowing scenes brought to us on our news channels and continue to 
pray for a peaceful resolution.
Our next FFT service will be at 10am on Sunday 3rd December. Why not come along for a short and 
informal service with yummy breakfast!
Kelly Holden-White

Midweek Holy Communion with soup lunch – Thursday, 2nd November at 12 noon

Alice rang the church bells to remind people of the service.   As usual when entering the church we were 
met with the lovely aroma of cooking and tables set for lunch.
The service was led by Alice who welcomed all to the Communion service, we were a bit depleted owing to 
a few apologies because of illness.   Alice started the service with prayers for the families of those recently 
bereaved, also anyone suffering from illness or loneliness.  We were asked to remember those who had 
recently been baptized and couples who had been married.   There were also prayers for people all over the 
world in places where there have been earthquakes, flooding and other disasters.  The reading this month 
was from Romans Chapter 8 verse 18 and 31 to the end.
Because this was “All Souls Day”, it was a day for reflection on those we have loved and lost.  As we get 
older we can reflect through our photograph albums on the happy times we had together with those we have 
lost.  
We then had a short Communion service, after which we moved over to the tables set out for lunch of soup 
with a bread roll followed by steaming hot fruit cobbler with custard, both delicious, with tea/coffee to 
finish.  There was the usual chatter about what was going on around the Benefice and forthcoming events to 
look forward to.
The Midweek communion service is on the first Thursday of the month at 12.00 noon followed by a soup 
and pudding lunch you will get to meet other people from across the Benefice.
THANK YOU TO THE MINISTRY TEAM WHO COOK THE FOOD AND THE VOLUNTEERS WHO

ASSIST IN ANY WAY.
Rena Andrews

Consensio Chamber Choir Concert at St Peter’s Church - 9 th December
Please see separate advertisement.
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Stoke Lyne 100 Club – November Results
The results of the November Stoke Lyne 100 Club are as follows:

1st Prize Membership No. 24 Craig Mitchell
2nd Prize Membership No. 56 Chris Lowe
3rd Prize Membership No. 31 Caroline Cooke

Congratulations to all and thank you to everyone for supporting.  Please email me if you would like to join 
the Stoke Lyne 100 Club.  £3,00 per membership per month.
Janey Poole, Treasurer
St Peter’s Church PCC
Tel: 01869 344502 (Office) / Tel: 01869 346020 (Home) / Mobile: 07810 120457
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Stoke Lyne W.I.  – Thursday, 9th November at Hethe Village Hall at 1 pm

Rena welcomed members to the meeting, which was opened with members singing “Jerusalem”.

Rena introduced our speaker, Dave Clack, whose subject was “Genealogy”.   Dave got interested in the 
subject in 1996.  He began his talk by showing us on the screen his own family tree and explained how he 
did it and what details you need to do your own: birth certificates, death certificates etc.   He uses “Find My 
Past” for his research.

Dave asked for a volunteer who would like him to research their family tree.  One of our members agreed 
and it was interesting to see him doing the research.  Unfortunately he couldn't finish it as there were so 
many people with the same names.    The lady is going to get more information for Dave who promised to 
follow it up for her.    Rena thanked Dave for a very interesting talk.

We then had tea and cake served by tea hostesses Beryl and Sally.   Members were given an update on 
future events coming up:

22nd November Group meeting at 7.30 pm at Bucknell village Hall
14th December Group Carol service at 7.00 pm at Stratton Audley Church 
16th December Wreath making at 10.30 am, venue to be confirmed

The next meeting will be on 7th December at 12.30 pm for lunch at 1.00 pm at Hethe Village Hall.  This will 
be our Christmas party.   The competition will be home-made chocolates.  

The competition winner was Beryl and the raffle winner was Pauline.   The meeting closed with 
the National Anthem.
Rena Andrews

A Look at Some Overlooked but Distinguished Former Residents

On one of the many rainy days in July when I was “googling” on the laptop I happened upon a website 
called “The Landed Families of Britain and Ireland” (https://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2017/02/249-
aubrey-later-aubrey-fletcher-of.html  )   created by retired professional archivist Nicholas Kingsley, which 
mentioned that both a Lt-Col Thomas Aubrey (1740-1814) and a Richard Aubrey (1744-1808) were 
baptised in Stoke Lyne.   They were the sons of a Sir Thomas Aubrey (d. 1786) and both had illustrious 
careers.     This intrigued me so I had to find out more.

My first port of call therefore was to the Stoke Lyne parish registers on the Ancestry website and sure 
enough, there were the relevant Aubrey baptisms:

“Thomas the Son of Thomas Aubrey Esq. & Martha his wife was born July 17th & Baptized August 
26 1740.”, and 
“Richard son of Thomas Aubrey Esq. & Ma [rest of name obscured by fold] his Wife was baptised 
Novr. 18th 1744.”

But where were they living?   J. C. Blomfield’s History of the Present Deanery of Bicester” of 1894 
provided the answer:  

“After the death of Charnell Petty, the Manor House [believed to have been located to the south of the 
church and demolished in the early 1800s] was for some years let to occasional residents.   The names of:

Francis Drake, Esq., in 1671 (3 children, infants, born and buried here),
John Pigott, Esq., in 1735 (son baptized here in that year),
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Thomas Aubrey, Esq., in 1740 (a son baptized here on Nov. 18 in that year), appear in the Church 
Registers as residents.”

So, Thomas (who became the 5th Aubrey Baronet) must have rented the Manor House for at least four years 
between 1740-1744.   The Aubrey family originally came from Llantrithyd in Glamorganshire.    Going 
back a couple of generations, according to the “Landed Families” website the 2nd Baronet had acquired 
through marriage an estate on the Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire borders covering Brill, Boarstall and 
Piddington (which I will henceforth refer to as “the Boarstall estate”).    This passed to Thomas, the 3 rd 
Baronet and it is assumed he lived there until his death in 1743.   

These baronets seemed to like recycling first names through the generations which makes things a little 
complicated to follow so I have drawn up a simple tree starting with the 3 rd Baronet.

It is said that the 3rd Baronet was displeased with the less than desirable behaviour of his eldest son and heir, 
John, the future 4th Baronet, so although he could not change the entailment of the Welsh estate and title, 
when the next-in-line son Thomas (the future 5th Baronet) married Martha Carter in 1738, he made a 
settlement that after his death the Boarstall estate would pass to him.   One can speculate that after his 
marriage, Thomas wanted to set up his own household not too far away from Boarstall and so ended up 
renting the vacant manor house at Stoke Lyne until the Boarstall estate became available after his father’s 
death.

When his unmarried brother, John, the 4th Baronet died in 1767, Thomas became the 5th Baronet and 
inherited the estate in Wales.   He was buried on the Welsh estate in 1786.    There is a portrait of him on the
Museum Wales website at: https://museum.wales/art/online/?action=show_item&item=226.

Upon his death, his eldest son, John, became 6th Baronet.    John was not baptised at Stoke Lyne but 
according to a dataset on the FindMyPast website at Boarstall on 2 Jul 1739.  However, John Dunkin in his 
1823 book “Oxfordshire.   The History and Antiquities of the Hundreds of Bullington and Ploughley Vol 
II)” states that John, whom he describes as being “the present baronet”, “was born in the manor-house at 
Stoke-Lyne”.    If this is correct, then perhaps it was decided it would be more appropriate to baptise him at 
Boarstall rather than Stoke Lyne as by that time it was known he would one day inherit the Boarstall estate.  
If Dunkin was incorrect then perhaps Thomas had not yet moved to Stoke Lyne.   Even so, John would have 
subsequently lived here with his parents and younger siblings.  There is a portrait of John on the British 
Museum website at:  https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1834-0212-5.  Details of his life 
are available on the “Landed Families” website.   He had a long parliamentary career.   He started out as a 
Tory but later became a Whig.   He served in 7 constituencies and held two government posts (Lord of the 
Admiralty and Lord of the Treasury) and ended up as “Father of the House of Commons”.     

The second son, Thomas, became a Lt Col and the “Landed Families” website provides an excellent 
summary of Lt-Col Aubrey’s life and career.  He was educated at Westminster and Jesus College, Oxford 
and then pursued a career in the infantry serving throughout the North American War.   He married whilst in
America and his first son was born there.    After the war he became MP for Wallingford.   A potted history 
of his life also appears on the “Atom” website, the “Online Catalogue for Westminster School’s Archive & 
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Collections”. His portrait is also to be found on the Museum Wales website: 
https://museum.wales/art/online/?action=show_item&item=776

For details of the third son, Richard’s life the “Landed Families” website is again the go-to place.    He was 
Colonel of the Royal Glamorganshire Militia until his death and also a JP and Deputy Lieutenant for 
Glamorganshire.

Thus ends this summary of the lives of the three Aubrey brothers and their father who lived in Stoke Lyne in
around the early 1740s.

Brenda Hazel 
(with many thanks to Nicholas Kingsley for providing answers by email to my queries which have been 
incorporated into this article)

Stratton Audley and Godington
St Mary and St Edburga;    Holy Trinity

CHURCHWARDENS: Sarah Noujaim, 15 Cavendish Place, Stratton Audley Tel 07941 273145
Penny Oakey, Grange Farm, Godington Tel 01869 278778

TREASURER:  Fai Li       Tel 07725 009838
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER       Maxine Ling
MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT:             Sarah Noujaim (Stratton Audley), 

                                Sylvia List (Godington) editor@shelswellparishes.info

Church Services
See back page for full list of services in Stratton Audley and Godington.

HOLY TRINITY GODINGTON
Carol Service

Friday 22nd December 7pm
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2023 Remembrance Day Service at 
St Mary & St Edburga Stratton Audley

Thanks also go to Dickon who laid the wreath on behalf of the village, Annette Jones who hosted the 
refreshments at end of service and to Camilla and Emma Ter Haar for the Readings.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Calling all Duke of Edinburgh students – Stratton Audley Church can offer you
volunteering for 3, 6 or 12 months in Stratton Audley or local area.  We have Disclosure of
Scotland checked and certificated volunteers to oversee school age DoE participants who
will report back to the DoE to confirm your volunteering towards your level, be it Bronze,
Silver or Gold.  You can start any month.

Please contact Sarah Noujaim 07941 273145 if you have any questions.  We may also be
able to offer a “Skills” sector for Bell Ringing one evening during the week.

Stratton Audley churchyard tidy up & mowing rotas

Volunteers are being called to help cut down the ivy climbing over the walls of the Church/Hall paddock
and elsewhere plus to clear under the large yew trees at the back of the Church.  If you want to help one

Saturday morning, please contact Anthony as more volunteers really make a difference. 

If you are up to help several times a year with Churchyard maintenance, then please contact Anthony at 
flack.wine_train@btinternet.com .

Brown bins (always!) needed

The pile is slowly decreasing so we would like to make a final push to remove weeds, ivy and any brambles
left in the churchyard and to put some in your brown bins (!) - it is our eco-friendly way of avoiding the use
of cars driving back and forth to Ardley tip 😊. You are more than welcome to come along and take, for
free, any pieces of wood or kindling that you want that in the pile to the right of the main entrance gate. 

Ideas on what to plant in a wildflower area would be greatly appreciated plus any help for its annual
maintenance.  
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Stratton Audley Fowers & Cleaning Rota 
The flowers and all the gourds left after the Harvest were quite spectacular and lasted several weeks with 
some still going strong. The Remembrance Sunday flowers by Caroline Goss were beautiful, thank you.  A 
big thank you again to all the lovely ladies who regularly present fresh flowers in the Church and who also 
keep the building clean and tidy, particularly before and after events.  We know who you all are! If you want
to help with flower arranging and cleaning, do contact Becky Adams at the Rectory office 01280 848192.

And finally, Everyone…. We are looking for people who would volunteer to run just one event annually so
it wouldn’t take over your life all year!  It could be helping with one of the key services in the year such as 
Easter, or Harvest, or the Carol Service and Christmas, sorting out a fundraising Tea and Cake Day, a wine 
tasting talk, Gin night or by running a fundraising sit-down dinner or concerts, a knitting/crochet club, a 
quarterly cinema club or anything you would enjoy organising in the village for any age group.

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning has now moved from The Red Lion to The Church and is held every Tuesday morning from
11.00 a.m. till noon.  The cost is £3 for tea or coffee and biscuits, perhaps cake if there is a birthday.  Come 
along to this friendly group, meet your neighbours and have a good old chat for an hour.  All are more than 
welcome, just pop in, we’d love to see you.    

FOODBANK DONATIONS STILL REQUIRED
The foodbank donation point in the church porch in Stratton Audley, supporting Bicester Foodbank, is still 
in place and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Thank you very much to all those who have dropped 
donations into the box - please keep them coming! Urgently needed items are listed below. Please note that 
the Rector, Alice Goodall is now a ‘Local Referrer’ and can refer anyone who is in need to the Bicester 
Foodbank. Contact: Alice Goodall, The Rectory, Finmere   01280 848192  alicegoodall313@gmail.com 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF

 TINNED FRUIT
 TINNED VEGETABLES
 TINNED TOMATOES
 TINNED SOUP
 TINNED FISH
 INSTANT COFFEE
 HOT CHOCOLATE

 BREAKFAST CEREALS
 PASTA
 TINNED SPAGHETTI
 BAKED BEANS

V
HOLY TRINITY
 GODINGTON

The Church is open for private 
prayer and contemplation

Saturday and Sunday 
10 am – 4 pm
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it’s Christmas very soon …Candles for gifts 

Advent candles can be ordered from Sarah Noujaim mrsnouj@gmail.com or Penny Oakey 
penny@grangefarmcottages.co.uk  in time to give as gifts prior to 1st December or throughout November 
and December.  Let Sarah or Penny know, which candles you would like for December.  Orders up until 21 st

December in time for Christmas…… 

Luxury Large Advent Candle - Order now in time for 1st December 
or for a Christmas present for use in December 2024

                                                                                  

Slim Advent Candles in Ivory, Red and White 
(more than half the width of the Luxury candle)

    

Luxury Glass Jar Candles – Joy, Wonder, Joy and Peace

Contact Sarah or Penny directly via email to order

vLuxury Large Advent candles are now 
available now for £12 each!

vThey are marked each day from 1 
December to Christmas Eve

vVarious scenes after XXIV at end

vThey are 30cm (11.8”) in height with a 
diameter of 5 cm (2”) – see photo.   

vSlim Advent candle now at £8 each, non-scented

v12" height x 7/8" width - Gold on Ivory, Numbered, Nativity Scene 

vPeace candle, Wonder candle and Joy candle at £10 per one candle jar

vAll non-scented, discount if you buy all three for £25!
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   Shelswell Parishes Christmas Card

Coloured in by ……………………………………………………….
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GARDENER/HANDYMAN 
WANTED 

in Stratton Audley 
 

Three hours on Fridays to 
cut grass, trim hedges, 

Weed, prune, clear gutters, 
etc. Must bring own mower. 

 
S-A Wertheimer 
01869 277371 
07808 887424 
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FRINGFORD FEEDS 
 

07825 911439 
 

SUPPLIERS OF HORSE,  
PET & POULTRY FEEDS 

 
HAY, HAYLAGE,  

STRAW & SHAVINGS 
 

STABLE & GROOMING 
SUPPLIES 

 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

 
fringfordfeeds@btconnect.com 

 

Liz Clarke 

Mobile Hairdressing 
Do you want to transform your style with a 

new hair colour and cut?  Maybe you want to 
arrange haircuts for you and your children in 

the comfort of your home?  

Liz Clarke lives in Stratton Audley, she has 
over 20 years hairdressing experience and 
offers flexible, mobile hairdressing services 

for the whole family. 

For an appointment  
or chat about your needs call: 

07545 579037 

 

Dave the Sweep 

07783 490280 

01869 934582  
davethesweep@live.co.uk 
www.davethesweep.com 
Your friendly local chimney sweep 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To advertise on these pages ring 
Becky Adams 

on 01280 848192 
(Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

mornings 9am – 1pm) 
or email 

admin@shelswellparishes.info  
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FIREWOOD 
 

FOR 
 

QUALITY SEASONED 
FIREWOOD LOGS 

 

CALL  
 

SHELSWELL ESTATE 
 

ON  
 

 

07725 088643 
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A & P BLAKE 
 

FORESTRY SERVICES 
 

QUALITY 
SEASONED 

HARDWOOD 
LOGS 

FOR SALE 
 

01869 277815 OR 07970 
258165 

 
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN 

TREE WORK ALSO 
UNDERTAKEN  
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AWARD-WINNING WEDDING VENUE 
 

Stratton Court Barn offers a wonderful 
countryside location, with an intimate feel and a 
professional, yet refreshingly friendly, approach. 

 

We are always on the lookout for local members of 
staff, so please do get in touch if you would like to 

enquire about working with us. 
 

Planning a wedding or event? We would love to hear 
all about it! Please get in touch on: 

T: 07807 645048 (Karin) 
E: enquiries@strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 

W: www.strattoncourtbarn.co.uk 
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FED UP WITH ACHES AND PAINS? 
WHY NOT CONSULT A CHIROPRACTOR? 

Chiropractors treat: 
 

 General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 
 Lumbago 
 General acute and chronic back pain 
 Uncomplicated mechanical neck pain 
 Headache arising from the neck (e.g. cervicogenic) 
 Shoulder and elbow pain including frozen shoulder and tennis elbow 
 Prevention of migraine 

 
Chiropractors can also give lifestyle advice on how to cope with tension and an inability to relax 
 

Your £65 assessment will include     
A private consultation                     
Neurological and orthopedic exam 
Postural and spinal analysis 
Confidential report of findings 

 

Treatments last approximately one hour and cost £59 per session for adults (£54 for children) 
 

Patricia Griffiths BSc (Hons) DC MCC 
www.patriciagriffiths.co.uk 

15 Pether Avenue, Brackley, Northants, NN13 6NJ 
 

GCC Registration Number 01386 
 

Tel No 07974 118475 
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ARBOCARE 

TREE SURGERY LTD 
Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

Established over 25years 

Contractors to the National Trust 

Crown reductions * Thinning 

Felling * Hedge Trimming *  Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 

Mb: 07778811136 

WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK 
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Krissy’s Ear Clinic 
 

Specialising in Micro Suction ear wax removal 

Referrals to independent audiologists 

Covering Bicester, Brackley, Buckingham, Banbury 
Qualified HCA & CEC • Fully insured 

Clinic in Bicester & home visits also available. 

 

Phone: 07595 957 521 

Email: krissysearclinic@gmail.com  

Website: www.krissysearclinic.com 
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DNG Stained Glass 

 
Architectural Stained Glass and traditional glazing specialists 

 
  

Unit 12a West Well Farm 
Barton Road 

Tingewick 
Buckingham 

MK18 4BD 
 

Phone: 01280 847689 
 07889 439438 

 
Web: www.dngstainedglass.co.uk 

 
Email: dngstainedglass@outlook.com  
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Cotswold 
Clocks 

Antique Clock Restoration 
Established since 1976 

Specialist repairs including 
Longcase, Bracket, Wall, and 

Carriage clocks 
Free local collection and 

delivery 
(we are based in Bicester)  
www.cotswoldclocks.co.uk  

 

01869-245873 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Small Business Specialists 
  

Friendly, personal service. Sensible fixed fees 
for small businesses and taxpayers with 

no hidden charges. 
Accountancy preparation. 
Management accounting. 

Self –assessment.  
Corporation tax. 

Vat, bookkeeping and payroll. 
Tax advice, including CIS. 

Company formations. 
 
    FREE initial, no obligation meeting. 

Jason Franklin MAAT, ATT 
The Stables, Croughton Bottoms Farm, Tusmore 

Bicester OX27 7SL 
Tel: 01869 345329   Mobile: 07975 589459 

Email: jason@cockburnfranklin.co.uk 
www.cockburnfranklin.co.uk 

 
 

             
 
 
                        
       

We have over 40 years experience in the building and paving 
industry, and provide a professional and quality service 

 
▪ Renovations    ▪ Extensions 

 

▪ Loft and Garage Conversions 
 

▪ Timber Framed Garages 
 

▪ General Building and Restoration 
 

▪ Chimneys and Roofing 
 

▪ Stone walls    ▪ Driveways and Patios 
 

▪ Landscaping and Ground work 
 

Please give us a call if you would like a quote 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

                   

 

 

 

        

           

 

 
 

   
 

01280 703368 
 

abbeybldrs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.abbey-builders.co.uk 
www.abbey-paving.co.uk 

 
 



15 
 

 
 

 

Anything I.T. Services 
 
 • Do you need an event photographed or 

filmed? 
 • Would you like to buy or sell on eBay? 
 • Do you need a new Desktop/Laptop? 
 • Is your PC running slowly? 
 • Would you like to share files & printers 

wirelessly? 
 • Do you back up? 
 • Need a computer MOT or virus removed? 
 • Would you like to do more with your PC? 
 • Do you have Windows 8 & hate it? 

 

Then call or email 077 488 424 71 
anyitservices@yahoo.co.uk 
Local support for home users & small 
businesses.  Other services available.  No 
callout fee.  No job too small. 
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